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REPORT OF THE CIVIL AERONAUTICS BQARD
on the
Investigation of an Accident Involviag Aircraft
During a Locel Practice Fligho

Pilot George Herbert Scholl, Jr., was fatally injured in en scelaémt
dent which occurred epproximately 12 miles south-southesst of Bloomsburg,
Permsylvenia, ebout I |5 p.m. on November 2L, 1943, Scholl, = War Train-
g Sorvice Navy treinee, had flown 28%—hours, of which 9 were solo and
all were an the type aircraft involved. The nircreft, a Waca UPF-7,

NC 29959, owred by the Defense Flzmt Corporatien and being operated by
fireraf™ Services Consoladated, was demolished.

Scholl took off from the Bloomsburg Airport at approximetely
L.09 pam. for o locel practice flight in an ares southenst of the air-
port. About 30 minutes later he wms observed flying at an eltitude
witnesses estimated to hnve been from 150 to 300 feet., The aircreft
descended with power rediced and ¢t a point approximately one mile east
of where the acecident occurred the pilot mede n 180° tarn a2t o low alti-
tude and headed west about &0 feet «bove tne ground. Whilc proceeding
in this vesterly direction the plane struck a tree, severing the left

wing tips, 2nd crashed in an inverted attitude approximately 300 fect
ber ond,

Examination of the wreckage reverled no evidence of failure of any
part of the airecraft prior to the accident and the manner in which the
metal propeller blades were ftwisted indicaled that power wes being
developed at the time of impact. Witresses were agreed that the engine
sounded loader just ns the plane struek theo tree and the witness rearest
the scene scated that the eircraft was pulled up just before the impact.
It 15 quite probable that Schell waos somewhet blinded by the brilliance
of the late afbternoon sun as he headed toward the west, and did not see
the tree in his flaight path untail he was almost to 1t. However, there
was no jJustifieation for his flying so low.

The probable cause of this accident w.s the pilot's lack of
vigilance and failure to observe and avoid sn obstraction in his flaght
path while flying at a dangercusly low altitude.
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